The International Association for Identification, Georgia State Division’s Official Quarterly Newsletter

DECEMBER 2005

Volume 35, Number 4

Scenes from the 2005 GAIAI/FDIAI Conference
Panama City, FL

Dear Reader,
Please excuse the delay of the publication of
November’s newsletter. Due to the late date of the
GAIAI/FDIAI Conference and the change in
administration, the printing of the newsletter was
postponed. Although the meeting minutes were not
received in time for publication, I was informed
that the annual conference was a success. Enjoy
the pictures and best wishes for this holiday season!
Editor
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President’s Message
Larry Hankerson
Colleagues and Fellow Members,
As incoming president of the
Georgia Division IAI, I would
like to thank each of you for your
support and confidence in me to
head this organization. It is with
a great sense of pride that I assume the responsibility as president. First, I would like to congratulate David Leedahl on his
successful term as president. For
those of you who missed the
Georgia/Florida Conference in
Panama City, you missed an excellent training opportunity. I
would like to applaud David and
everyone who had a hand in
planning the conference.
The theme that I would like
adopt this year is professionalism
and growth. I would like for each
member to adopt this theme of
professionalism as you perform
your daily duties. Then, I challenge each member to look
around: do you see one or two
persons who would benefit by
becoming a member? If so, tell
them about our organization and
various training programs, get
them interested and involved.
I will be calling on you, the
members, in the upcoming days
for your support for the various
committee assignments.

GEORGIA FORENSIC NEWS
Crime Scene Certification
Chairperson—Galen Noll
Houston County Public Defender’s Office
(478) 218-4870
CrimeScene@gaiai.org
Latent Print Certification
Chairperson—Andrew McIntyre
Bureau of ATF
(404) 417-2705
LatentPrint@gaiai.org
Auditing
Chairperson—Brenda Hutson
DeKalb County Police Department
(404) 294-2682
auditing@gaiai.org
Bylaws
Chairperson—Duane Christenson
Augusta Police Department, retired
(706) 736-6226
bylaws@gaiai.org
Conference Planning
Chairperson—Andrew McIntyre
Bureau of ATF
(404) 417-2705
conference@gaiai.org
Legislative
Chairperson—Robert L. Windham
Dougherty County Sheriff’s Office
(229) 430-6653
legislative@gaiai.org
Long Range Planning
Chairperson—Patricia Gilbert
DeKalb County Police Department
(404) 294-2647
longrangeplanning@gaiai.org
Membership
Chairperson—Pamela Cooper
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory
(404) 469-7844
membership@gaiai.org
Nominating
Chairperson—David Leedahl
Athens-Clarke County Police Department
(706) 613-3337 x316
nominating@gaiai.org
Promotions
Chairperson—Bert Rivera
Griffin Police Department
(770) 229-6452
promotions@gaiai.org
Resolutions
Chairperson—Charlie Moss
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, retired
(404) 244-2687
resolutions@gaiai.org
Sciences & Practices
Chairperson—Lanny Cox
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Region Two
(706) 655-5842
sciencesandpractices@gaiai.org
Webmaster—Stephen Greene
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory
webmaster@gaiai.org
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Publication
Information
The Georgia Forensic News is published
quarterly on February 15, May 15,
August 15 and November 15. Deadline
for submissions is four weeks prior to
publication. Submissions can be sent to
the editor at the address on the back of
this newsletter. Any articles in this
publication can be republished with credit
given to the author. The editor’s daytime
telephone
number
is
(404) 469-3943 and e-mail address is
editor@gaiai.org.

ADVERTISING
The advertising fees are:

• $150 per full-page ad for

four consecutive issues (1 year)
• $80 per half-page ad for
four consecutive issues (1 year)
• $45 per quarter-page ad for
four consecutive issues (1 year)
• $25 per business card ad for
four consecutive issues (1 year)
Ads are published in the hardcopy and
electronic versions of the newsletter.
Make checks payable to: GA IAI
Remit to: GA IAI Editor
93 Bates Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30317

E-MAIL & ADDRESS CHANGES
Keep us updated with your contact
information!
Send e-mail and address changes to:
GA IAI Editor, 93 Bates Ave. NE;
Atlanta, GA 30317. Or e-mail
changes to:
editor@gaiai.org
or
sec-treasurer@gaiai.org
or use the link on our Web site.

www.gaiai.org
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In Memorium
Rick Canty

The Georgia State Division I.A.I. was saddened to report the passing of
longtime member Richard Canty in the August 2005 issue. Rick started
his career as a FBI Fingerprint Technician in 1965. After returning from
Vietnam, he continued his fingerprint career for sixteen years with the D.C.
Metropolitan Police. He joined the ATF Atlanta Forensic Lab in 1986 as a
Fingerprint Specialist. Rick transferred to the ATF Forensic Lab in Rockville, MD and retired in April 2005. He had been a member of the Georgia
Division IAI since 1987. He was a life active member of the IAI, a Certified
Latent Print Examiner and an active member of the Chesapeake Division
IAI. Rick passed away on July 5, 2005.

Visit us online:
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The Forensic Artist
and the
Statute of Limitations
by Det. Charles E. Holt Jr.
Miami-Dade Police Department
Forensic Artist Unit
victims died from the gunshot wound. A short
time later, detectives located the third subject. He
confessed to the robbery. His defense attorney
argued that charges should be dismissed because
the lead detective did not attempt to trace the
subject through telephone and credit card records, surveillance and continuous contacts with
family members. Although the statute of limitations had not expired, the lawyer argued that the
case should be dismissed anyway. Key defense
witnesses (in which detectives knew nothing
about) could not be located and the defense
could not mount a proper defense, the attorney
argued. The judge refused to dismiss the charges,
but he took two months to ponder whether the
defendant's constitutional rights were violated.

Editor’s Note: This article is not just about forensic artists. It is more about the importance of actively investigating a case, despite having outstanding arrest warrants, to
prevent the case from being thrown out . Everyone should
be aware of the situations described below.

After completing a drawing of a sexual battery subject, I told the lead detective that I enjoyed aging
wanted subjects. I told her that I liked to find subjects that have been wanted for more than 10 years.
Although a forensic artist, I'm still a detective and I
sometimes locate wanted subjects using the department's many computer data bases. After arresting
these fugitives, I compare my drawings to their actual appearance to test my aging accuracy.
During our conversation, she related an incident that
occurred to her. Seven years ago, she had an arrest
warrant issued for a subject wanted for rape. Once
the warrant was issued, she turned her attention to
her many other cases. Just recently, the subject was
arrested on her warrant.

These conversations led me to Joe Robinson of
the felony screening unit of the Miami-Dade
County State Attorney's Office. Joe provided me
with twelve cases where defendants, arrested for
old outstanding warrants, had their charges dismissed because defense attorneys convinced
judges that the statute of limitations had expired
prior to the arrest or that constitutional rights
were violated because the police did not diligently search for the subjects. I'm not a lawyer,
but I believe we police officers have a problem.

The defendant's attorney filed a motion to dismiss
the charges. At a hearing, the defense attorney asked
the detective what she had done during the last
seven years to find and locate his client. She explained that she had routinely checked to see if the
subject had been arrested. She spent most of her
time investigating other cases constantly being assigned to her. The answer didn't satisfy the lawyer.
He pressed her. What active steps did she take to
locate his client? The judge ruled against the defendant, only because he had fled to another state, hiding behind a different name and date of birth. The
judge indicated that if the defendant had not done
that, he would have dismissed the charges because
the detective did not actively seek the subject, allowing the statute of limitations to run and expire.

Here's an example. On May 08, 1996, Florida's
Third District Court of Appeal issued its ruling on
Bradley M. McNeil v. State of Florida. The ruling
stemmed from a state attorney's decision, made
on November 30, 1982, to charge Bradley McNeil
with grand theft after McNeil failed to pay for the
use of a rental car. A capias warrant was issued
for McNeil's arrest. A detective verified that
McNeil did not live at the address he had given
the rental car agency. No other efforts were made
to locate McNeil. Twelve years later, on March 15,
1995, McNeil was arrested on an unrelated charge
and he was also arrested on the outstanding
grand theft warrant.

I found that the sexual battery detective's experience
was not unique. A robbery detective told me that
charges against a robber almost were dropped because the subject eluded police for almost two years.
Three subjects robbed and shot two victims inside a
convenience store. Two subjects were quickly apprehended. One-and-one-half years later, one of the
Visit us online:
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charge, claiming that the three-year statute of limitations had expired. Florida law states that the
prosecution of a non-capital, non-life felony, such
as grand theft, must be commenced within three
years after the alleged offense. Prosecution can
occur after three years if an indictment, information, capias, summons, warrant, or other process is
issued within the three years and the delay in arrest after three years is reasonable. The reasonableness of the delay may be determined in light
of a defendant's efforts to elude prosecution. The
appeals court determined that in the McNeil case,
however, the delay in prosecution was unreasonable. The state offered no evidence that the police
made any effort to locate McNeil, such as checking
obvious sources like telephone directories. The
police did not do a "diligent search" of McNeil "in
a timely manner".
The words "diligent search" and "in a timely manner" occurs in every case history. The courts consider a diligent search as follows:
In conducting diligent searches for defendant, in
order to avoid unreasonable delay in executing
process after charge, for purposes of statute of limi-

Visit us online:
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tations, state must follow up leads and check obvious
sources of information, which include telephone
book, city directory, driver's license records, vehicle
license records, property tax records, voter's registration records, probation office, local utility companies,
law enforcement agencies, state attorney's office,
schools, armed forces, prison system, marriage records, name change records, relatives of defendant,
and witnesses in case: such sources are not allinclusive, and failure to consult all of them will not
result in failure to conduct diligent search. (State v.
Mack, App. 4 Dist. 637 So 2d 19,1994).
As a police officer, I can tell you that I didn't do all
that the last time I obtained an arrest warrant. I did
the same thing my friend did. I went to my next assigned case and hoped that the subject got picked up
on my warrant. If I was a defense attorney, I would
drive the State Attorney's office crazy with these diligent search questions every time the opportunity
presented itself. I understand the legal importance of
the statute of limitations, but I thought the issuance
of an arrest warrant stopped the statute-of-limitations
clock. Apparently not. The clock only stops if we
turn over every rock looking for the subject, even if
an arrest warrant has been signed.
(Continued on page 11)
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More Scenes from the 2005 GAIAI/FDIAI Conference
Panama City, FL
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Past President David Leedahl
passing the gavel to incoming
President Larry Hankerson.

Swearing in of
Board Members
Kathy West, Andy McIntyre,
Julie Gates and Brenda Hutson.

Swearing in of
Officers
Lanny Cox, Timothy Schmahl
and Al Pryor.

Visit us online:
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(Continued from page 7)

We forensic artists are an overlooked resource,
but we can help in overturning those rocks.
Working closely with Miami-Dade County's Crime
Stoppers Unit, I have aged about thirty wanted
subjects the last several months. Most of those
cases have run past their statute of limitations.
When I aged a subject and Crime Stoppers releases the drawing to television stations and
newspapers, maybe the defendant gets caught
because of the publicity. But maybe he doesn't.
Either way, the drawing and its release contributes to our "diligent search". The "show and tell"
argument a prosecutor can make in introducing a
forensic drawing to a judge could be a powerful
argument.

Please note the new
address for our SecretaryTreasurer:
Timothy Schmahl
P.O. Box 1585
Griffin, GA 30224
Use this address for dues
payments and membership applications.

But a forensic drawing in and of itself will have
little impact if investigators do not use them. The
sketches have to be handed out to patrol officers,
distributed to neighboring law enforcement agencies and given to the news media. If a drawing is
lost among the piles of papers on a detective's
desk, yes, the detective belittles our efforts. But
we forensic artists have a responsibility, too, to
understand the total investigative process. Know
how the county warrants bureau and the local

Visit us online:
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GEORGIA STATE DIVISION
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR IDENTIFICATION

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Please complete and return to the Secretary-Treasurer:

Timothy Schmahl, Georgia State Division, IAI
P.O. Box 1585, Griffin, GA 30224
ANNUAL FEE: $25
I hereby make application for membership in the Georgia State Division, International Association for Identification
in accordance with its Bylaws and Constitution and agree to be bound by them.
I am applying for:

Active Membership

Associate Membership

(defined on reverse)

Name in Full: ________________________________________________Date of Birth: ______________
Employed by: _________________________________________________How long?_______________
In what capacity? ______________________________________________How long?_______________
Business Address:__________________________________________________________________________
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Business Phone #: __________________________Ext: ______________Fax #: _____________________
Home Phone #: ________________________E-mail Address: __________________________________
How would you like to receive your newsletter?
1. Have you ever been convicted of a crime?
NO
YES (If yes, give full details on other side.)

by mail

by e-mail

online at www.gaiai.org

fees, which will be refunded if application is rejected.
Incomplete applications will be returned.

4. Also, I understand that my Membership Certificate is
2. I understand that application fees paid to the Associathe property of the Division and must be returned to
tion by any new applicant between January 1 and Authe Secretary upon my resignation or suspension.
gust 31 shall be applied to the membership dues for
that calendar year only; fees paid by an applicant on Because this information will be used for compiling our
or after September 1 shall be applied to the following Membership Directory, PLEASE be precise and complete
ALL items.
calendar year.
3. All applications MUST be accompanied by payment of Lapel Pin is optional for $5.00.
5. PLEASE NUMBER UP TO THREE AREAS OF YOUR EXPERTISE
Indicate your primary discipline as Number 1, then other areas as 2 and 3.
___Bloodstain Pattern Analysis
___Crime Scene Investigation
___Innovative/Gen. Techniques
___Firearms & Toolmarks

___Fingerprint Identification
___Forensic Art
___Footwear/Tire Tracks
___Forensic Photography/
Electronic Imaging

___Laboratory Analysis
___Polygraph
___Questioned Documents
___Voice Print & Acoustics

6. Recommender: ___________________________________________________

______________________

Member’s Name

Member’s #

____________________________________________________________________________
Member’s Address

___________________________________________________
Recommender’s Signature (Required)

______________________
Date

Approved: ____________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Membership Committee Chairperson and Date

(OVER)

Revised December 2005

STATE DETAILS OF “YES” Answer to Question 1 below:

PERSONAL HISTORY
Degree and/or Honors and other Qualifications for Membership

MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Active membership of the Georgia State Division shall
consist of heads of Bureaus of Identification or Investigation (including persons under their supervision who
are engaged in the science of identification), heads of
Police Departments, Chiefs of Detectives and Sheriffs,
provided however, that the foregoing persons are bona
fide employees of, and who receive salaries from National, State, County, or Municipal Governments, or
some subdivision.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
All reputable persons wholly or partially engaged in any of
the various phases of the science of identification and
who are not qualified for Active Membership are eligible
to become Associate Members. They shall, in all respects, be subject to the same rights and privileges as
Active Members, except that they shall not be entitled to
the office of Vice President or President.

I certify that the information herein contained is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. Any omission or falsification of information will be a basis for rejection or denial of continued membership.
Applicant’s Signature and Date: _________________________________________________________________
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Training
Mark your calendars!
Check our Web site, www.gaiai.org, for up-to-date training information.
For more information on Ron Smith and Associates classes,
visit: http://www.ronsmithandassociates.com.

Introduction to the Science of
Fingerprint Identification
January 9-13, 2006
Mesa, AZ

GAIAI Spring Business Meeting
March 31, 2006
Riverdale City Hall
Riverdale, GA
More info TBA
GAIAI Summer Business Meeting
June 30, 2006
Griffin Welcome Center
Griffin, GA
More info TBA
2006 GAIAI Annual Educational
Conference
More info TBA

Collection, Documentation & Preservation of
Footwear & Tire Track Impression Evidence
January 17-19, 2006
Lansing, MI
Complex Latent Print Examination
January 23-27, 2006
Lansing, MI
Courtroom Testimony Techniques: Success
Instead of Survival
January 23-24, 2006
Milwaukee, WI
Advanced Palm Print Comparison Techniques
January 25-27, 2006
Milwaukee, WI
Comparison & Identification of Footwear
Impression Evidence
February 14-16, 2006
Lansing, MI
Advanced Chemical Latent Print Development
March 7-10, 2006
Lansing, MI
Comparison & Identification of Tire Track
Impression Evidence
April 24-26, 2006
Lansing, MI
Courtroom Testimony Techniques: Success
Instead of Survival
May 22-23, 2006
Lansing, MI

Visit us online:
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Next newsletter mailing:
February 2006

International Association for Identification
Georgia State Division
Juliet H. Wood, Editor
93 Bates Ave. NE
Atlanta, GA 30317
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