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Retailer Target Branches Out Into Police Work
Minneapolis Forensics Lab, Donations Help Law Enforcement Agencies
By Sarah Bridges
When arson investigators in Houston needed
help restoring a damaged surveillance tape to
identify suspects in a fatal fire, they turned
first to local experts and then to NASA. With
no luck there, investigators appealed to the
owner of one of the most advanced crime
labs in the country: Target Corp.
Target experts fixed the tape and Houston
authorities arrested their suspects, who were
convicted. It was all in a day's work for Target in its large and growing role as a hightech partner to law enforcement agencies.
In the past few years, the retailer has taken a
lead role in teaching government agencies
how to fight crime by applying state-of-theart technology used in its 1,400 stores. Target's effort has touched local, state, federal
and international agencies.
Besides running its forensics lab in Minneapolis, Target has helped coordinate national
undercover investigations and worked with
customs agencies on ways to make sure imported cargo is coming from reputable
sources or hasn't been tampered with. It has
contributed money for prosecutor positions
to combat repeat criminals, provided local
police with remote-controlled video surveillance systems, and linked police and business
radio systems to beef up neighborhood foot
patrols in parts of several major cities. It has
given management training to FBI and police
leaders, and linked city, county and state databases to keep track of repeat offenders.

The efforts are
part of a trend in
corporate donations directed at
solving societal
problems. "Target
is pushing forward a different
model of corporate giving," said
Douglas G. Pink- Computer screens at Target's
ham, president of forensics lab promote its ties
with law enforcement. (By Ben
the nonpartisan
Garvin).
Public Affairs
Council. Others are doing the same.
Exxon Mobil, for example, is building
hospitals in the developing world. Cargill
Corp. is building schools in areas where
potential employees lacked basic skills.
Target's law enforcement efforts date back
(Continued on page 6)

Inside this issue:

President’s Message

p3

News from the Secretary-Treasurer

p5

Spring Business Meeting Info

p9

Membership Application

p 13

Training

p 15

News from the IAI

p 16

In Memoriam—E. Roland Menzel

p 17

GAIAI Merchandise

p 18-19

Vol. 36, No. 1 February 2006

GEORGIA FORENSIC NEWS

DIVISION OFFICERS
2005-2006

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2005-2006

President:

Larry Hankerson
Bureau of ATF Forensic Lab—Atlanta
2600 Century Pkwy #410
Atlanta, GA 30345
(404) 417-2707
president@gaiai.org

Chairman:

1st Vice
President:

Patricia Gilbert
DeKalb County Police Department
3630 Camp Circle Road
Decatur, GA 30032
(404) 294-2647
1vicepres@gaiai.org

Regional
Brenda J. Hutson
Representative:DeKalb County Police Department
3630 Camp Circle Road
Decatur, GA 30032
(404) 294-2682
regionalrep@gaiai.org

2nd Vice
President:

Lanny Cox
Georgia Bureau of Investigation—
Region Two (Greenville)
49 Gay Connector
Greenville, GA 30292
(706) 655-5842
2vicepres@gaiai.org

SecretaryTreasurer:

Timothy Schmahl
Georgia Bureau of Investigation
P.O. Box 1585
Griffin, GA 30224
(404) 270-8176
sec-treasurer@gaiai.org

Member:

Keith Landenberg
Muscogee County Sheriff’s Office—Ret.
(706) 221-8077
member1@gaiai.org

Member:

Andrew McIntyre
Bureau of ATF Forensic Lab—Atlanta
2600 Century Pkwy #410
Atlanta, GA 30345
(404) 417-2705
member2@gaiai.org

Member:

Judy Nicholson
DeKalb County Police Department
3630 Camp Circle Road
Decatur, GA 30032
(404) 294-2682
member3@gaiai.org

Member:

Julie Gates
Spaulding County Sheriff’s Office
Griffin, GA 30224
(770) 467-4282 x268
member4@gaiai.org

Member:

Kathy West
Griffin Police Department
P.O. Box T
Griffin, GA 30224
(770) 229-6450 x536
member5@gaiai.org

Sgt-at-Arms: Al Pryor
Georgia Bureau of Investigation—Ret.
(404) 270-8178
sergeant@gaiai.org
Editor:

Juliet H. Wood
USACIL
4930 N. 31st Street
Forest Park, GA 30297
(404) 469-3943
editor@gaiai.org

Historian:

Erik Wiernik
Lawrenceville Police Department
20 South Clayton Street
P.O. Box 2200
Lawrenceville, GA 30046-2200
(770) 339-2424
historian@gaiai.org

Visit us online:

2

David T. Leedahl
Athens-Clarke County PD
3035 Lexington Road
Athens, GA 30605
(706) 613-3337 x316
chairman@gaiai.org

www.gaiai.org

Vol. 36, No. 1 February 2006

President’s Message
Larry Hankerson
Colleagues and Fellow Members,
Again, I would like to thank you
for the opportunity to serve as
the President of the Georgia IAI.
I will do my best to fulfill the
duties of the office and will be
requesting your help and support.
I would like to personally thank
those members who have been
working so diligently to keep the
organization moving forward:
Andy McIntyre for serving as
conference coordinator and for
the job of securing a site for the
upcoming Summer Educational
Conference; Tim Schmahl for
doing a fantastic job transitioning
into the office of Secretary/
Treasurer despite major obstacles; Karen Parr and Butch
Windham for the jobs they have
done in the creation of our soonto-be new banner; Juliet Wood
who serves as our Editor; and
Stephen Greene, our Webmaster.
And for those whose name I did
not mention, I thank you for your
support of the Georgia IAI division.
I look forward to seeing everyone in Riverdale, GA at our upcoming spring meeting. Please, if
possible, plan to attend this meeting. We are going to have a presentation which we were unable to
accommodate at the Florida/
Georgia Conference.

Visit us online:
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Crime Scene Certification
Chairperson—Galen Noll
Houston County Public Defender’s Office
(478) 218-4870
CrimeScene@gaiai.org
Latent Print Certification
Chairperson—Andrew McIntyre
Bureau of ATF
(404) 417-2705
LatentPrint@gaiai.org
Auditing
Chairperson—Brenda Hutson
DeKalb County Police Department
(404) 294-2682
auditing@gaiai.org
Bylaws
Chairperson—Duane Christenson
Augusta Police Department, retired
(706) 736-6226
bylaws@gaiai.org
Conference Planning
Chairperson—Andrew McIntyre
Bureau of ATF
(404) 417-2705
conference@gaiai.org
Legislative
Chairperson—Robert L. Windham
Dougherty County Sheriff’s Office
(229) 430-6653
legislative@gaiai.org
Long Range Planning
Chairperson—Patricia Gilbert
DeKalb County Police Department
(404) 294-2647
longrangeplanning@gaiai.org
Membership
Chairperson—Pamela Cooper
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory
(404) 469-7844
membership@gaiai.org
Nominating
Chairperson—David Leedahl
Athens-Clarke County Police Department
(706) 613-3337 x316
nominating@gaiai.org
Promotions
Chairperson—Bert Rivera
Griffin Police Department
(770) 229-6452
promotions@gaiai.org
Resolutions
Chairperson—Charlie Moss
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, retired
(404) 244-2687
resolutions@gaiai.org
Sciences & Practices
Chairperson—Lanny Cox
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Region Two
(706) 655-5842
sciencesandpractices@gaiai.org
Webmaster
Stephen Greene
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory
(404) 469-7039
webmaster@gaiai.org
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Publication
Information
The Georgia Forensic News is published
quarterly on February 15, May 15,
August 15 and November 15. Deadline
for submissions is four weeks prior to
publication. Submissions can be sent to
the editor at the address on the back of
this newsletter. Any articles in this
publication can be republished with credit
given to the author. The editor’s daytime
telephone
number
is
(404) 469-3943 and e-mail address is
editor@gaiai.org.

ADVERTISING
The advertising fees are:

• $150 per full-page ad for

four consecutive issues (1 year)
• $80 per half-page ad for
four consecutive issues (1 year)
• $45 per quarter-page ad for
four consecutive issues (1 year)
• $25 per business card ad for
four consecutive issues (1 year)
Ads are published in the hardcopy and
electronic versions of the newsletter.
Make checks payable to: GA IAI
Remit to: GA IAI Editor
93 Bates Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30317

E-MAIL & ADDRESS CHANGES
Keep us updated with your contact
information!
Send e-mail and address changes to:
GA IAI Editor, 93 Bates Ave. NE;
Atlanta, GA 30317. Or e-mail
changes to:
editor@gaiai.org
or
sec-treasurer@gaiai.org
or use the link on our Web site.

www.gaiai.org
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News from the Secretary-Treasurer
Timothy Schmahl
Financial Report
Opening Balance on 1/1/2006

$3,028.80

Expenditures
Ron Smith & Associates

-$1,200.00

Newsletter and Postage

-$350.19

P.O. Box Rental

-$70.00

Sec-Treasurer Office Supplies

-$121.80

Postage for Renewal Letters

-$85.41
Total Expenditures: $1,827.40

Income
New Membership Dues and Renewals

$330.00

Promotional Sales

$26.90
Total Income: $356.90
Account Balance: $1558.30

Welcome New Members!
Member Name

Agency

Recommender

Nelson Free
Stacey McNab
Richard Joiner
Wendy Lain
Calvin Cleveland
Danny Ball
Suzanne Cooper
Charles McDowell, Jr.

Habersham County Sheriff's Office
Griffin Police Dept.
Griffin Police Dept
District Attorney Office Southern Judicial Circuit
Dougherty Co. Police Dept
Dougherty Co. Police Dept.
Spaulding Co. Sheriff's Office
City of Cordelle Police Dept.

Richard Salemi
Kathy West
Kathy West
B. David Ferrell
Karen Parr
Robert Windham
Tony Ranieri
Karen Parr

Visit us online:

5

www.gaiai.org

Vol. 36, No. 1 February 2006

GEORGIA FORENSIC NEWS

state," Ulrich said in an interview. "He raped
a woman the next day." Ulrich slapped the
table. He said he wanted to know how the
man got out of jail so fast.

(Continued from page 1)

at least a decade but intensified after the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The company has applied in-store practices, such as inventorytracking technologies, to the business of identifying and locating criminals. "In many ways,
Target is actually a high-tech company masquerading as a retailer," said Nathan K. Garvis, Target's vice president of government affairs.

Ulrich assigned Garvis to figure that out, and
he began by interviewing police, judges and
politicians to understand why one branch of
law enforcement may not have access to another agency's records. He learned that city,
county, state and federal criminal record systems had different ways of entering data and
couldn't routinely share information.

Some people note the possible ethical complexities inherent in Target's tight government
relationships. "It is a tricky issue when firms get
too close to government," said Ernesto Dal Bó,
assistant professor of business and public policy
at the Haas School of Business at the University
of California at Berkeley. Dal Bó sees such alliances as fraught with potential conflicts, though
he cautions against alarm. "There is no reason
we need to say that anything bad is happening,
but we do need to watch," he said.

It struck me that following repeat criminals
was really an inventory-management problem," Garvis said. He turned to the partnerships Target had already developed with law
enforcement -- Target's assets protection
group is headed by Brad Brekke, a former
FBI agent, and is staffed by former police officers.

It is typical for big companies, especially retailers, to coordinate with law enforcement in safeguarding their properties. Wal-Mart Stores Inc.,
for example, takes a "one store at a time" approach, in which bicycles and other gear are
given to law enforcement agencies in need,
spokeswoman Sharon Weber said. "We are also
very proud of our outreach program with police
in some cities," she said. "We teach kids the true
consequences of shoplifting."

Working with local and state jurisdictions,
Target donated what boiled down to tracking
technology and database translation, as well
as employees to work on the project. "This
kind of thing has been tried before," said
Richard W. Stanek, a former Minnesota public
safety commissioner. "The extra thing that
Target brought was neutrality -- and mediation. They physically brought the different
arms of law enforcement together and helped
get us talking." For several years, a database
called CriMNet has been used in Minnesota in
the prosecution of the felonies. It is one of
several alternatives under consideration for a
national criminal database.

Target's approach is more comprehensive. Target has replaced the concept of "assets protection" in its stores with crime prevention in the
community. A program called "Target and Blue"
defines its approach to philanthropy and partnership with law enforcement agencies.

As the project gained footing, Target investigators began working with law enforcement
agencies in sting operations and surveillance
concerning crime in their stores. Target began
helping law enforcement on cases that had
nothing to do with its business. It wasn't long
before Target was analyzing criminal evidence for police, the FBI and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.

Chief executive Robert J. Ulrich made cooperating with law enforcement a priority in the mid1990s, when crime rates skyrocketed and his
hometown of Minneapolis was nicknamed
"Murderopolis."
"The turning point occurred for me when I read
about a repeat offender walking out of the
courtroom because the judge didn't know he
had a criminal record in a different part of the
Visit us online:

"One of the nation's top forensics labs is lo-

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

cated at Target's headquarters building in
downtown Minneapolis," said FBI Special
Agent Paul McCabe, who has worked with
Target. "They have abilities and technology
that far surpasses many law enforcement
agencies in the country."

The lab's first big outside criminal case was the
Houston arson-homicide in 2004. Thomas D.
Wood, a senior arson investigator for the Houston Fire Department, oversaw the case and was
the first law enforcement official to use Target's
lab.

Target forensics investigators spend 45 percent
of their time offering pro-bono assistance to
law enforcement. Target declined to say how
many cases that involves per year.

A woman and two children died in the fire. A
surveillance tape from a nearby convenience
store showed what appeared to be two juvenile
suspects buying gasoline hours before the fire,
but the tape was damaged and Wood struggled
to restore it. He happened to go to lunch with a
Target investigator, who mentioned the forensics
lab. Wood sent the tape the next day.

Visiting the forensics lab entails a trip to Target's corporate security department, past redand-white bull's-eyes and up the elevator to
the second floor. Through password-protected
doors is a windowless room -- the desks
packed with computers and flat-screen monitors, and a wall decorated with the badges
from the law enforcement agencies that Target
has helped. Motion-detection sensors linked to
silent alarms sweep the ceiling above the
locked evidence room, and only four employees have access to the facility.

Visit us online:

"Not only were the Target people able to clean
the tape, they also made still shots from it that
were used by the boys' school principal to identify them," Wood said. Both suspects confessed
and are now serving prison sentences.
As word spread about what Target's lab had ac(Continued on page 8)
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Target also has been paying for a lawyer and
a paralegal in the Minneapolis prosecutor's
office through its charitable foundation, with
an emphasis on prosecuting repeat criminals.
"They don't just give us money -- they demand accountability," said Hennepin County
Attorney Amy Klobuchar. "There were huge
strings attached when we received the funding for our new staff, and we were expected
to routinely communicate how the money
was used and what kind of results we'd
gained. Here's an example: In the past, the
DA's office tracked input numbers [how many
criminals were charged], though once we
were working with Target, we were required
to track output numbers, or how many convictions we get in a year."

(Continued from page 7)

complished in the Texas arson case, the requests for help soon became overwhelming.
"We had cops in here every day -- chairs
pulled up next to my computer," said Target
forensic investigator Craig Thrane. "We finally
had to make criteria for the cases we take. The
only ones we do now involve violent felonies."
At a work station in the lab, Thrane popped a
videotape into a machine with 60 tiny knobs,
then tapped a series of commands into his
computer. "This is a video from a bank robbery
that the FBI brought to me to try to figure out
who the criminal is. In this case, it is a gun
woman -- very unusual."
Thrane measured the robber's height electronically and zoomed in on some of her features.
"Notice the space between the corner of her
mouth and her lip -- there is something unusual about it -- I'm guessing she is missing
teeth," he said, making several more measurements of unique characteristics that he sent to
the FBI. A week later, word arrived that agents
nabbed a suspect -- a 40-year-old woman who
was a methamphetamine addict. "They also
told me she lost her teeth," Thrane said.

Before Target's involvement, the prosecutor
won convictions for about three repeat criminals a year. Since adding the new staff and
changing how it operates, the prosecutor
now has more than 90 such convictions in a
year.
Target's latest ventures include building a forensics lab for the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension, including FBI and
other agency officials in their corporate leadership programs and providing various agencies with "sting trailers," trucks filled with
electronics and other merchandise to lure
criminals -- and containing wireless devices
that send information to police. The company
also has run programs for the World Customs
Organization to determine how to protect
cargo through advanced technical systems
and "smart boxes."

Besides helping law enforcement solve crimes,
Target has a prevention program called "Safe
City." It began two years ago in a police precinct in Minneapolis and has spread to dozens
of other cities including Washington, Boston,
New York and Atlanta.
In the Washington area, Target is using Safe
City at two stores in Prince George's County -at Forestville Mall and P.G. Plaza, with increased cooperation between its own security
officials and law enforcement in patrolling areas around the buildings.

Such close cooperation sometimes has Target
employees working as de facto law enforcement officials. Chris W. Nelson, director of
assets protection for the retailer, recalled one
case in which he worked with federal agents
for two years to break up a crime ring. He
questioned informants, got to know some of
the suspects and was there as a federal SWAT
team surrounded one of the ringleaders on a
speedboat on a lake in Minnesota.

Modeled after a community surveillance program in England, Safe City uses video and
computer equipment to help police patrol
neighborhoods by remote control, coordinated
with security workers at participating businesses.

The suspect "stopped short as he spotted me
Visit us online:
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GAIAI Spring Business Meeting
31 March 2006 in Riverdale, GA
Riverdale City Hall
Municipal Complex
6690 Church Street
Riverdale, GA 30274
(770) 997-8989
www.cityofriverdale.com

Please join us at the Riverdale City Hall for our Spring Meeting on March 31,
2006. Please note: Due to budget constraints, lunch will not be provided.
Thank you to Riverdale for their past generosity!
Program
Main Discussion: Firearms & Fingerprints—Why Not Compatible
Georgia Bureau of Investigation Crime Lab
Attendees are encouraged to bring any cases in which fingerprints were developed on firearms for discussion.
David Leedahl will also be presented with the Past President’s pin and plaque.
The remainder of the program is still being finalized.
General directions are:
From the North
Take I-75 South until Exit 237A/GA-85 South toward Riverdale.
Stay straight for about 3.75 miles.
Turn right onto Main Street.
The building and parking are on the left.
(The front of the complex is on Church St., which is the next left.)
From the South
Take I-75 North until Exit 235/US-19/Old Dixie Hwy/US-41/GA-3.
Turn left onto Old Dixie Rd/Old Dixie Hwy/US-41 19.
Make a slight right onto Riverdale Rd. SE.
Stay straight for about 2 miles to go onto
Valley Hill Rd. SW.
Valley Hill Rd. SW will turn into Main St.
The building and parking then will be on the left.
(The front of the complex is on Church St., which is the next left.)
Image from www.cityofriverdale.com. Directions from Mapquest.

Visit us online:
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Secretary-Treasurer Timothy
Schmahl is trying to rebuild the
GAIAI database. Please update
your information with him.
Email:
sec-treasurer@gaiai.org
Address:
P.O. Box 1585
Griffin, GA 30224

Visit us online:
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Writer Jan Burke has developed a
Yahoo group entitled CLP Morgue
for news and articles about forensic
science. CLP stands for the Crime
Lab Project which Jan is using to
develop a grass roots effort among
writers. CLP Morgue is a free subscription service where news articles on forensics are posted. If you
are interested, sign up at the web
site below and pass it on to any
others who might be interested.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
CLPMorgue/
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GEORGIA STATE DIVISION
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR IDENTIFICATION

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Please complete and return to the Secretary-Treasurer:

Timothy Schmahl, Georgia State Division, IAI
P.O. Box 1585, Griffin, GA 30224
ANNUAL FEE: $25
I hereby make application for membership in the Georgia State Division, International Association for Identification
in accordance with its Bylaws and Constitution and agree to be bound by them.
I am applying for:

Active Membership

Associate Membership

(defined on reverse)

Name in Full: ________________________________________________Date of Birth: ______________
Employed by: _________________________________________________How long?_______________
In what capacity? ______________________________________________How long?_______________
Business Address:__________________________________________________________________________
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Business Phone #: __________________________Ext: ______________Fax #: _____________________
Home Phone #: ________________________E-mail Address: __________________________________
How would you like to receive your newsletter?
1. Have you ever been convicted of a crime?
NO
YES (If yes, give full details on other side.)

by mail

by e-mail

online at www.gaiai.org

fees, which will be refunded if application is rejected.
Incomplete applications will be returned.

4. Also, I understand that my Membership Certificate is
2. I understand that application fees paid to the Associathe property of the Division and must be returned to
tion by any new applicant between January 1 and Authe Secretary upon my resignation or suspension.
gust 31 shall be applied to the membership dues for
that calendar year only; fees paid by an applicant on Because this information will be used for compiling our
or after September 1 shall be applied to the following Membership Directory, PLEASE be precise and complete
ALL items.
calendar year.
3. All applications MUST be accompanied by payment of Lapel Pin is optional for $5.00.
5. PLEASE NUMBER UP TO THREE AREAS OF YOUR EXPERTISE
Indicate your primary discipline as Number 1, then other areas as 2 and 3.
___Bloodstain Pattern Analysis
___Crime Scene Investigation
___Innovative/Gen. Techniques
___Firearms & Toolmarks

___Fingerprint Identification
___Forensic Art
___Footwear/Tire Tracks
___Forensic Photography/
Electronic Imaging

___Laboratory Analysis
___Polygraph
___Questioned Documents
___Voice Print & Acoustics

6. Recommender: ___________________________________________________

______________________

Member’s Name

Member’s #

____________________________________________________________________________
Member’s Address

___________________________________________________
Recommender’s Signature (Required)

______________________
Date

Approved: ____________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Membership Committee Chairperson and Date

(OVER)

Revised December 2005

STATE DETAILS OF “YES” Answer to Question 1 below:

PERSONAL HISTORY
Degree and/or Honors and other Qualifications for Membership

MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Active membership of the Georgia State Division shall
consist of heads of Bureaus of Identification or Investigation (including persons under their supervision who
are engaged in the science of identification), heads of
Police Departments, Chiefs of Detectives and Sheriffs,
provided however, that the foregoing persons are bona
fide employees of, and who receive salaries from National, State, County, or Municipal Governments, or
some subdivision.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
All reputable persons wholly or partially engaged in any of
the various phases of the science of identification and
who are not qualified for Active Membership are eligible
to become Associate Members. They shall, in all respects, be subject to the same rights and privileges as
Active Members, except that they shall not be entitled to
the office of Vice President or President.

I certify that the information herein contained is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. Any omission or falsification of information will be a basis for rejection or denial of continued membership.
Applicant’s Signature and Date: _________________________________________________________________

Vol. 36, No. 1 February 2006

GEORGIA FORENSIC NEWS

Training
Mark your calendars!
Check our Web site, www.gaiai.org, for up-to-date training information.

GAIAI Spring Business Meeting
March 31, 2006
Riverdale City Hall
Riverdale, GA
More info in this issue.
GAIAI Summer Business Meeting
June 30, 2006
Griffin Welcome Center
Griffin, GA
More info TBA.
2006 GAIAI Annual Educational
Conference
Unicoi State Park, Helen, GA
Week of August 20, 2006
(Tentative date)
For more information on Ron Smith and Associates classes,
visit: http://www.ronsmithandassociates.com.

Advanced Chemical Latent Print Development
March 7-10, 2006
Lansing, MI
Advanced Palm Print Comparison Techniques
March 7-9, 2006
Sacramento, CA
Advanced Friction Ridge Analysis for 10 Print
Examiners
April 3-7, 2006
Largo, FL
Comparison & Identification of Tire Track
Impression Evidence
April 24-26, 2006
Lansing, MI

Visit us online:

Fundamentals of Latent Print Examination
April 24-28, 2006
Kansas City, KS
Crime Scene Reconstruction
April 24-28, 2006
Ontario, CA
Advanced Palm Print Comparison Techniques
May 9-11, 2006
Huntsville, TX
Advanced Bloodstain Pattern Workshop
May 15-19, 2006
Lansing, MI
Courtroom Testimony Techniques—Success
Instead of Survival
May 22-23, 2006
Fort Worth, TX
Forensic Ridgeology (David Ashbaugh)
May 22-26, 2006
Columbia, SC
Courtroom Testimony Techniques—Success
Instead of Survival
May 30-31, 2006
Lansing, MI
Introduction to the Science of Fingerprint Identifcation
June 5-8, 2006
New Braintree, MA
Advanced Chemical Latent Print Development
June 6-9, 2006
Westminster, CO
Forensic Ridgeology (David Ashbaugh)
June 12-16, 2006
Mesa, AZ
Buried Body and Surface Skeleton Recovery
Workshop
June 19-23, 2006
Ontario, CA
15
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News from the IAI
National Institute of Justice Publication
National Institute of Justice-sponsored research into sexual assault on the campuses of America’s universities and
colleges has long contributed to public discourse. The Institute’s latest release, Sexual Assault on Campus: What
Colleges and Universities Are Doing About It, advances the dialog, with a look at school compliance with reporting requirements under Federal law. The study also investigates the strengths and weaknesses of response policies
and practices, formal and informal adjudication processes, and individual and institutional barriers to reporting.
Among the findings is that although most schools annually report crime, only a third do so in a way that complies
with Federal law.
The report is available online at the National Institute of Justice Web site at:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/pubs-sum/205521.htm
NIJ is the research, development, and evaluation agency of the U.S. Department of Justice. Its mission is to advance scientific research, development, and evaluation to enhance the administration of justice and public
safety. For more information on NIJ, please visit http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij
FBI’s Forensic Science Communications Publication
The January 2006 issue of Forensic Science Communications has been posted to the FBI
Internet site. The issue can be viewed at http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/fsc/current/index.htm
If you have trouble accessing the issue via the link, go to the FBI's home page and
access "Reports & Publications" on the left-hand side. Forensic Science Communications is
listed under law enforcement services.
I [Joe Polski] would especially recommend that you view the article from the publication titled Review of the Scientific Basis for Friction Ridge Comparisons as a Means of Identification: Committee Findings and Recommendations. It is authored by three folks from the FBI Laboratory, Chief Scientist Bruce Budowle, Research Chemist
JoAnn Buscaglia and Research Chemist Rebecca Schwartz Perlman. It is quite good, fairly easy to read and at the
end, makes a series of recommendations for follow-up study/research. If you want to go directly to that article,
here is the link: http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/fsc/current/research/2006_01_research02.htm
National Academy of Sciences Committee
The last session of Congress funded $1.5 million dollars for the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to conduct a
far reaching study of a number of issues affecting forensic science. That has been previously announced in this
Update as well as the JFI. President Joe Maberry has nominated several IAI members as candidates to serve on
the Committee itself as well as a number of members to provide discipline specific information to the Committee.
We will now have to sit back and wait for the NAS process to begin. Hopefully at least a few IAI members will be
selected to participate in this NAS Committee.

Visit us online:

16

www.gaiai.org

Vol. 36, No. 1 February 2006

GEORGIA FORENSIC NEWS

In Memoriam
E. Roland Menzel, Ph.D.
(1943-2006)

One of the pioneers of laser fingerprint detection passed away February 3. E. Roland Menzel
discovered the effect of lasers on fingerprint residue in the 1970s while working for Xerox Research Center in Canada. This work and his further research revolutionized the procedures
used by law enforcement in fingerprint detection, and has evolved into the physical and chemical techniques used worldwide today in which luminescent fingerprints are developed through
the use of dye stains, fingerprint reagents, lasers and alternate light sources.
Dr. Menzel joined the faculty of Texas Tech University (TTU) in 1979 and started TTU’s The
Center for Forensic Sciences in 1982. He continued his research, held workshops worldwide,
published extensively, obtained patents and received numerous honors. One such achievement was becoming the Paul Whitfield Horn Professor of Physics, Engineering Physics and
Chemistry in 1997, the highest honor TTU may bestow on its faculty. Dr. Menzel was still working at TTU when he passed away.
Dr. Menzel is survived his wife, Theresa, and two sons, Paul and Laird. A memorial service
was held for him in Lubbock, TX on February 8. A memorial scholarship fund in Dr. Menzel’s
name has been established at TTU’s Department of Physics.

Information from http://www.phys.ttu.edu/CFS/ and various news sources.
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GAIAI MERCHANDISE
Lapel pins
New Style Pin
$6.00

Original Style Pin
$5.00

Coins
New Coins
$10.00
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T-Shirts
Colors Available:
White, Light Gray,
Dark Gray, Red,
Navy Blue
M&L $15.00
XL-3XL $18.00
Ordering Information
To place an order, complete the information below and send to:
GAIAI, P.O. Box 1585
Griffin, GA 30024
Please make your check/money order payable to GAIAI.
Quantity

Item (If shirt,
indicate size.)

Price

S/H $1.00

Total

Your Mailing Address:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Phone Number:
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